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Each year, we observe National 

Hispanic Heritage Month from 

September 15th to October 15th. 

During this month, we celebrate the 

histories, cultures, and contributions 

of  American citizens with ancestors 

from Spain, Mexico, the Caribbean, 

and Central and South America.  

Hispanic Heritage Month  
15 September ë 15 October 2016  



September 15th was chosen as the 

starting point for Hispanic Heritage 

Month because it is the anniversary of  

independence for five Latin American 

countriesñCosta Rica, El Salvador, 

Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua. 

 

In addition, Mexico declared its 

independence on September 16th, and 

Chile on September 18th.  
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 This yearõs theme, chosen by the National 

Council of  Hispanic Employment 

Managers is: òEmbracing, Enriching, and 

Enabling America.ó 

  

 The winning theme was submitted by 

Maurice Sanabria, Command Programs 

Office, Defense Logistics Agency-Aviation, 

and focuses on three elements.  



Hispanic Heritage Month  

 Hispanics and Hispanic-Americans still 
look at the United States of  America as 
the great beacon of  hope; the land of  
opportunity; and a place where anyone 
with determination, self-discipline, and 
hard work can achieve his/her goals.  We 
embrace the ideals that founded this 
nation. We believe in the American 
Dream, in self-determination, in liberty, 
and the pursuit of  happiness. 

Embracing 
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Enriching 

Hispanics and Hispanic-Americans not 

only embrace America and its culture 

but we also bring our own traditions, 

culture, language, values, work ethic and 

ideals to the great American table.  We 

enrich this culture through diversity, 

hard work, compassion, passion, and an 

unwavering commitment to make this 

country better than it already is. 
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Enabling 

Hispanics and Hispanic-Americans make 

contributions in many fields that enable 

the greatness of  America.  Our 

contributions to the defense of  this 

nation, the arts, sports, public service, 

research and development, non-profit 

organization management, civil rights, 

politics, business, agriculture, and the 

service industry enable America to 

maintain its competitiveness, relevance, 

and position in the global landscape as the 

leader of  the free world. 



Americaõs diversity has always been one of 

our nationõs greatest strengths.  Hispanic 

Americans have long played an integral role in 

Americaõs rich culture, proud heritage, and the 

building of  this great nation. 
 

This yearõs theme invites us to reflect on 

Hispanic Americansõ not only embracing 

America and its culture but also bringing their 

own traditions, culture, language, values, work 

ethics and ideals to the vitality and 

meaningful legacy in our Nationõs cultural 

framework.  

Hispanic Heritage Month  



Hispanic Heritage Month  

This presentation recognizes five Hispanic-Americans who have woven their 

talents and legacies into the fabric of  our nation.  

David Bennes  

Barkley 

Luis Alvarez 

Dolores Heurta 

Alfred Rascon 

Angela Salinas 



David Bennes Barkley 

Hispanic Heritage Month  

David Bennes Barkley joined the U.S. Army in 1916 

at age 17, and was sent to France during World War I.  

 

On November 9, 1918, Barkley and a fellow soldier, 

Private Harold Johnson, volunteered to swim across 

the Meuse River in order to locate enemy positions.  

  



Hispanic Heritage Month  

Barkley and Johnson successfully reached the opposite bank  

of  the freezing river and gathered intel. However, upon 

returning to the American side, Barkley was seized with  

cramps and drowned. 

  

In 1919, Barkley was posthumously awarded the Congressional 

Medal of  Honor, the Croix de Guerre from France, and the 

Croce Merito de Geurra from Italy for his courageous actions. 

 

In 1989, he was recognized by the U.S. Army as its first 

Hispanic Medal of  Honor recipient.  

 



Luis Alvarez 

Hispanic Heritage Month  
Among an abundance of  his scientific discoveries that 

changed the world, Nobel Prize winner, Luis Alvarez, 

along with his son Walter, proposed a theory in 1980 

to explain what triggered the extinction of  the 

dinosaurs.  

 

His theory states that an asteroid the size of  San 

Francisco slammed into Earth 65 million years ago. 

The tremendous impact set off  earthquakes greater 

the 11.0 on the Richter scale and caused black clouds 

of  debris and smoke to culminate in the atmosphere, 

where they lingered for years. 


